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3The Way of Emunah

Evil is Removed Through Torah Study    Don’t Look at The Past 
or The Future, Only The Present    Silence Leads to Perfection  

  One Who Guards His Speech is Rewarded in This World    
Words That Come From The Heart Illuminate    Lashon Hara 
Causes One to Lose Mitzvos and Gain His Friend’s Aveiros    
As Soon as One Does Teshuva, He Becomes Close to Hashem  

  The Kohen Has The Power to Heal a Negah by Looking at It  
  He Made Himself Like a Worm Twice    Parnassah Brings 

One Close to Hashem    Torah Heals All Nega’im    Anything 
a Jew Does That is Improper is Considered a Sin 

Parshas Metzorah

יֹום ָטֳהָרתֹו ְוהּוָבא ֶאל ַהּכֵֹהן )יד, ב( צָֹרע ּבְ ְהֶיה ּתֹוַרת ַהּמְ זֹאת ּתִ

This shall be the law of the metzorah on the day of his 
purifying. And he shall be brought to the kohen. )14:2( 

Evil is Removed Through 
Torah Study: 

Sefer Bais Aharon quotes 
his father, Rav Osher of 
Stolin zy”a, as explaining the 
words of Rashi in Brachos 
(47B): “L’hotzi rabim yedei 
chovasam”, to mean that one 
can take others out of their 

obligations and their sins. 
(The word “l’hotzi”, which is 
usually used to mean to have 
someone in mind when you 
say a bracha so that they fulfill 
the mitzvah as well, literally 
means “to take out.”)  

With this in mind, the Bais 
Aharon says that the word 
“metzorah” can be translated 

Parshas Vaeschonon 

Davening That One’s Tefillah Should be With Kavanah/The 
Difference Between a Rich Man and One Who Lives Off Charity/The 
Obligation to Daven Every Day Shows Hashem’s Love For Us/Hashem 
Is Close to All Who Cry Out to Him, With No Gates In Between/
Everyone Makes Requests For What He Needs/Even a Young Non-
Jew’s Prayer Uttered With Simplicity is Accepted/A Jew’s Prayer 
Makes an Impression/Moshe Rabenu’s Vision/The Prayer Was 
Not Accepted Because It Was Not Said Like a Servant/Davening to 
Hashem in Difficult Times/He Davened For Times When Hashem’s 
Face is Hidden/Tefillah With Kavanah/ Tefillah in The Morning/
Purchasing Merchandise on The Way to The Fair/Tefillah With Joy/
Tefillah With a Broken Heart/Reward For an Unanswered Prayer/
Being Stringent With The Honor of Others/Hashem Calls Us “My 
Nation”/Our Comfort Is Hashem’s Comfort 

X
ֵעת ַהִהוא ֵלאֹמר )ג, כג( ן ֶאל ה’ ּבָ ָוֶאְתַחּנַ

And I prayed to Hashem at that time to say. (3:23) 

Davening That One’s 
Tefillah Should be With 

KavanahG
It is said in the name 

of the Sanzer Rov zy”a 
that it is very important 

for someone to exert all 
of his strength and effort 
to daven with kavanah, 
concentration. The yeitzer 
hara tries very hard to fil 
our heads with distracting 
thoughts in order to 
disturb our concentration 
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on davening. Therefore, 
before one davens one 
should pray to Hashem to 
help him concentrate on 
his tefillah. 

This is hinted to in 
the verse: “I prayed to 
Hashem.” One must daven 
to Hashem. “At that time.” 
When it is time to daven. 
“To say.” One should daven 
to be able to say the words of 
tefillah with concentration 
and devotion.  

The Difference Between 
a Rich Man and One 

Who Lives Off Charity: G
A Sefer Likutei Devorim 

(Chelek 5, page 1079) 
relates that a chasid once 
asked the Mahariyatz of 
Lubavitch zy”a the following 
question: If during the time 
of tefillah, one doesn’t 
have time to properly 
concentrate and devote 

himself to the prayers, can 
he fulfill his obligation of 
“avodah shebilev” later by 
learning sifrei mussar, such 
as Reishis Chochmah? 

The Rebbe answered: 
“There are a number 
of ways that a person 
can earn a livelihood. A 
businessman makes a 
living by ‘making deals’ 
involving huge amounts of 
money. A poor man makes 
his living by begging for 
small donations, a few 
pennies at a time. Both of 
them are ‘working’ for their 
parnassah, and Hashem 
will help them both, but 
they are very different. 
The rich man is dealing 
with large sums of money, 
and Hashem will help him 
obtain it. He then will be 
able to live like a king, with 
a fancy house and all types 
of luxuries and delicacies 
and a lot of money left 
over to give to tzedakah. 
The poor man will also be 
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helped with his endeavor, 
but he still will only get a 
small amount of money, 
perhaps enough for a bit of 
bread and herring.  

“The same is true 
regarding tefillah. The sifrei 
chasidus say that when a 
person davens properly, 
he is uplifted well above 
his personal level. If one, 
however, does not daven 
with devotion, and instead 
fulfills his obligation 
through learning sifrei 
mussar, he will also receive 
Hashem’s assistance, but 
what he receives cannot be 
compared to the greatness 
one achieves through 
tefillah.” 

The Obligation to 
Daven Every Day Shows 
Hashem’s Love For Us: G
We may ask why we must 

daven at all. Hashem knows 

what we need. Why doesn’t 
He just give it to us? Why 
does He make us pray to 
Him and ask for what we 
need? 

We can answer this 
question by quoting the 
words of Rav Bunim of 
Peshischa zy”a. 

The pasuk says (Bereishis 
3:14) that Hashem cursed 
the serpent by saying that it 
would have to crawl on its 
belly and eat dirt its entire 
life. One may ask why 
this is so bad. The snake 
will have food wherever it 
goes. It won’t ever have to 
worry about what to eat. 
This doesn’t sound like a 
curse! 

Rav Bunim answers that, 
in fact, this is a terrible 
curse. Hashem was telling 
the snake, “You’ll be given 
whatever you need to 
survive and you won’t have 
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any more connection with 
Me. You won’t need to ask 
Me for anything.” This is 
the worst curse possible. 
Hashem was saying that 
He didn’t want to hear from 
the snake at all and would 
no longer be connected to 
him.  

This teaches us that the 
reason Hashem doesn’t just 
give us whatever we need is 
because He wants to hear 
our prayers. He truly loves 
us and wants to hear our 
voices and be connected 
with us. This is a great 
blessing from Hashem! 

Hashem Is Close to All 
Who Cry Out to Him: G
Baalei Mussar explain the 

greatness of tefillah with a 
moshol:

A simple villager once 
knocked on the door of the 

king’s palace. The guard 
peered at him from behind 
the closed gate and asked 
him what he wanted. The 
man answered simply, “I 
want to see the king.”

The guard answered him 
sternly, “Get lost! The king 
doesn’t have time to meet 
every guy who wants to see 
him.”

However, the man 
remained standing there 
and he repeated, “I must 
speak to the king. It’s very 
important.” 

A few guards then went 
out to drag him away. They 
warned him that he better 
not come back again. If he 
does, they would throw him 
in the dungeon. 

The man remained 
standing at a distance until 
a kind person passed by 
and took pity on him. He 
explained to the villager, “If 
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someone wants to see the 
king, he first has to send 
a written request to the 
ministers. If they decide 
that the person’s request 
might be important enough 
to bring to the king, they 
invite him over and speak 
to him at length about who 
he is and what he wants. 
If he convinces them that 
his issue is crucial enough 
to be brought all the way 
to the king, they set up an 
appointment. When that 
day comes, he still must 
go through numerous 
inspections and checks at 
every gate and entrance 
of the palace before he is 
escorted into the king’s 
chamber. Only then can 
he actually speak to the 
king for a few minutes and 
present his request.” 

This is actually still true 
today. We all know that 
when one wants to speak 

to an important official, 
such as a judge or elected 
officeholder, or even to 
consult with a top doctor, 
he has to go through a lot of 
hurdles. He needs a lot of 
“pull” to get an appointment 
and, even then, there is no 
guarantee that his meeting 
will produce any results. 

When we think about 
this, we can recognize what 
a tremendous privilege we 
have to be able to approach 
the King of Kings every 
day and speak directly to 
Him. We don’t have to 
make any appointment or 
go through any guards. He 
makes Himself available 
to us three times a day and 
listens to what we have 
to say. He makes Himself 
close all who call out to Him 
(Tehillim 145:18) at any 
time of the day. We don’t 
even need to knock on the 
door. We only need to do 
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one thing. We have to 
open our mouths and 
concentrate on what 
we’re saying. 

This is the great gift of 
tefillah. No matter who we 
are, we can draw close to 
the King of the world every 
day.      

Everyone Makes 
Requests For What He 

Needs:  G
The pasuk in this week’s 

Parshah states (4:29): 
“And from there you will 
seek Hashem, your G-d, 
and you will find Him, if 
you seek Him with all your 
heart and with all your 
soul.”

The Baal Shem Tov zy”a 
(quoted in Meor Einyaim) 
asks what is meant by 
the word “from there” 

(“m’sham”). He answers 
that this is meant to teach 
us an important lesson. No 
one should ever think that 
he unworthy of speaking 
to Hashem and making 
requests of Him. Even if 
one feels like he possesses 
no merits, he should know 
that his prayer will be heard 
“from there.” Wherever 
he is, his prayers will 
go “from there” straight 
to Hashem and He will 
hear and listen.

  
Even a Young Non-

Jew’s Prayer Uttered 
With Simplicity is 

Accepted:  G
Tefillah is extremely 

powerful, especially when 
one’s prayers are said with 
simplicity and devotion. 
The famed Magid, Rav 
Shabsi Yudelevitch zt”l, 
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would say, “A tefillah with 
temimus (simplicity) can 
accomplish great things.” 
He explained the power of 
tefillah with the following 
story (Sefer Drashos 
Hamagid, Rosh Hashanah, 
page 105): 

A letter arrived in the post 
office in the city of Bogota, 
Colombia. There was no 
return address on the letter 
and it was addressed only 
to “G-d in Heaven”. 

(As an aside, he relates 
jokingly that a story like 
this once occurred with 
a similar letter in Eretz 
Yisroel. A post office worker 
opened the letter and found 
an emotional request to 
Hashem from a man who 
was deeply in debt and 
needed 20,000 liras right 
away. The letter was passed 
on to the government’s 
department of labor and 

welfare, and the directors 
of the welfare department 
decided to send the man 
half of the amount that he 
asked Hashem for – 10,000 
liras. This was, however, 
not the end of the story. A 
week later, another letter 
arrived at the post office 
from the same man, again 
addressed to Hashem. He 
wrote: “Thank you for the 
money. But next time, you 
shouldn’t send it through 
the welfare office. They 
stole half of the money.”)   

In Bogota, the laws were 
very strict and it was illegal 
to open anyone else’s mail. 
The post office workers 
didn’t dare open a letter not 
addressed to them and they 
didn’t know what to do. The 
manager of the post office 
called the top government 
official in charge of the 
national mail service and 
asked him what should be 
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done with the letter. 

The government official 
did not want to take 
responsibility to answer 
this difficult question. 
Therefore, he brought the 
question to the cabinet of 
top-ranking government 
ministers to ask them 
what to do. However, the 
cabinet members could 
not reach a consensus. 
Some of them said that the 
letter should be opened, 
while others said that 
the privacy of the sender 
must be protected at all 
costs and the letter should 
definitely not be opened. 
Since no agreement could 
be reached, the matter 
was brought to the Prime 
Minister himself for a final 
resolution.  

The Prime Minister, 
however, was too scared 

to accept the responsibility 
of ruling on such a weighty 
issue. However, because 
there was no higher 
authority than him, he was 
forced to do something. 
Finally, he decided to 
bring the letter to the 
highest-ranking bishop in 
the country. In his eyes, 
the bishop was the closest 
person in the country to 
G-d and he could deliver 
the letter to its address. 

When the letter was 
brought to the bishop, he 
was at a loss. Of course, 
he couldn’t really deliver a 
letter to G-d. On the other 
hand, he couldn’t admit 
that this was impossible 
for him as everyone 
would hear about it and 
their respect for him as a 
religious authority would 
plummet. Everyone would 
realize that he was a faker 
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and a sham if he couldn’t 
prove that he was able to 
speak to G-d and deliver 
Him a letter. 

Finally, he came up with 
an idea. He announced in 
public that he is, in fact, in 
contact with G-d every day 
and he brings everyone’s 
prayers to Him, but he does 
not deliver letters. 

Left with no other choice, 
the Prime Minister sent 
the letter back to the 
government official in 
charge of the post office and 
gave him the authority to 
make their own decision. 
The official sent it back to 
the local post office and told 
them to decide what to do. 
In the end, the manager 
of the original post office 
decided to open the letter. 

The mailman who had 
originally brought in the 
letter was charged with 

opening it. He did so and 
found a handwritten letter 
from a young boy that said: 
“Dear G-d. A few months 
ago, I lost my parents. Since 
then, I have nowhere to 
live, no clothes to wear and 
no food to eat. All I eat are 
scraps from the garbage. I 
have nothing! Please G-d, 
I ask You to please have 
mercy and return my 
parents to me.” 

The contents of the letter 
that was written with such 
temimus were publicized 
in every newspaper. The 
Prime Minister heard about 
it and the plight of the poor 
child touched his heart. He 
genuinely wanted to help 
the boy and fulfill his request 
but he had no idea where 
to find him. Unfortunately, 
there are many homeless 
children in Colombia who 
have been abandoned by 
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their parents and there was 
no way to locate one lone 
boy.  

The Prime Minister 
refused to give up. He 
used all of his connections 
to find the boy. He placed 
ads in the papers and 
made announcements in 
the media asking for any 
information that may lead 
him to the child that wrote 
the letter to G-d. A few 
months later, his efforts 
bore fruit and the destitute 
boy was found. 

When the Prime Minister 
was informed that the 
boy had been located, he 
invited him to his home. 
The child arrived that day 
and an emotional meeting 
took place. After greeting 
the boy warmly, the Prime 
Minister asked him, “My 
dear child, why didn’t you 
write a return address on 

the letter so that we could 
find you a bit easier? It 
took us so much effort and 
time to locate you. This 
could have all been avoided 
if you’d only written your 
address on the envelope.” 

The boy, who was very 
clever and sharp, replied, 
“I wrote the letter to G-d. 
He does not need me to 
tell Him my address. He 
knows where to find me.” 

The Prime Minister was 
very impressed by the 
boy’s faith and proclaimed 
that he would personally 
ensure that he be given a 
nice place to live, enough 
food to eat, and nice clothes 
to wear. He also promised 
that he would personally 
lead the search to find his 
parents. 

This story contains an 
important lesson. If a 
non-Jewish child turns to 
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Hashem with simplicity and 
faith and makes a request 
of Him, he is answered! 
The boy was so sincerely 
simple that he didn’t know 
that one doesn’t need to 
send Hashem a letter. He 
didn’t realize that Hashem 
has no address. But he 
turned to Him for help – so 
He helped him! 

It is, therefore, certainly 
true that when a Jew raises 
his eyes to Hashem with 
temimus and cries out to 
Him that he will hear his 
prayers and fulfill them. 

Hashem wants to hear 
our tefillos. He “is close to 
all those who call to Him.” 
We do not need to send 
Him letters. All we need is 
to call to Him with sincerity 
and from the depths of our 
hearts. If we do, we are 
guaranteed that He will 
listen.

  A Jew’s Prayer Makes 
an Impression:  G

Chazal state (Medrash 
Rabbah 11:10) that Moshe 
Rabenu davened 515 
tefillos like the numerical 
value of the word 
‘va’eschonon’, in order 
to try to annul the decree 
and be able to enter Eretz 
Yisroel. The sifrei chasidus 
and the tzadikei hadoros 
clearly say that one should 
certainly not think that all 
of these tefillos of Moshe 
Rabenu were unsuccessful 
and unanswered. They 
definitely made and great 
impression in Shomayim 
and certainly bore fruit.  

The Bais Avrohom 
states that this should be 
a tremendous source of 
encouragement for Jews in 
all generations. If we pray 



The Way Of Emunah

14

and it seems like we receive 
no answer, we should not 
despair and give up hope. 
It is certain that our tefillos 
make an impression in 
Shomayim. Although we 
don’t know the reasons 
why Hashem does what He 
does, we do know that our 
prayers have an impact.

In this vein, he explains 
the pasuk (Tehillim 
102:18): “He has turned 
to the prayer of those who 
cried out, and He did not 
despise their prayer. Let 
this be inscribed for the 
latest generation, and a 
newly created people will 
praise Hashem.” Some 
people cry out to Hashem 
but receive no answer. They 
get so disappointed that 
their hearts are broken. In 
truth, however, they should 
not despair. Any tefillah 
a Jew utters is never said 

in vain. The pasuk tells us 
that “he has turned to the 
prayer of those who cried 
out.” Anyone who cries out 
to Him, even one who is 
unworthy, can be assured 
that his prayer is heard. 
“He does not despise their 
prayer” – no matter who 
they are. 

The pasuk continues: 
“Let this be inscribed for 
the latest generation, and 
a newly created people will 
praise Hashem.” Even in 
later generations such as 
ours, when Hashem’s face 
is hidden and the world is 
darkened, at a time when 
many people cry out to 
Hashem but do not receive 
answers, they should not 
despair because Hashem 
does hear our prayers. 
Therefore, we should all 
praise Hashem. Even 
Moshe Rabenu’s prayer 
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seemed to go unanswered. 
But it is not so. Of course, 
they accomplished great 
things. So too, we should 
neve give up hope. We 
should always know that our 
tefillos are accomplishing 
great things.  

Moshe Rabenu’s Vision: G
The Bais Avrohom adds 

that the sifrei kaballah say 
that the truth is that Moshe 
Rabenu’s tefillos were, in 
fact answered. The main 
reason why Moshe wanted 
to enter the land of Eretz 
Yisroel was not to eat its 
fruit; rather, it was in order 
to perform “tikkunim” and 
rectify matters that can only 
be fixed in that holy land. He 
davened 515 tefillos for this 
purpose and Hashem did 
fulfill his request. He told 
him to climb to the top of 

the hill and see with his own 
eyes that all of the tikkunim 
he wished to make had been 
done.  

The Prayer Was Not 
Accepted Because It 
Was Not Said Like a 

Servant:  G
The Bais Avrohom goes 

on to ask why Moshe was 
not allowed to physically 
enter Eretz Yisroel, as he 
requested. 

He answers by quoting 
the Gemara (Brachos 34A) 
that says Rav Yochanon ben 
Zakkai asked Rav Chanina 
ben Dosa to daven for his 
sick son. Rav Chanina did 
so and Rav Yochanon’s son 
was healed. Rav Yochanon’s 
wife asked him, “Is Chanina 
greater than you?”

Rav Yochanon answered, 
“No. But he is like a servant 
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before the king and I am 
like a minister before the 
king.”

His intent was that a 
minister, who is a regular 
in the king’s house and asks 
him for things all the time 
can be easily denied when 
he asks the king for a favor. 
The king can tell him, “You 
know that I’ve been very 
busy today and I have more 
important things on my 
mind right now.”  

A servant, however, has 
no idea about all the things 
that the king is busy with. 
He only knows that he 
wants his request fulfilled. 
Therefore, the king can’t 
push him away and must 
fulfill his request. 

For this reason, Dovid 
Hamelech davened for 
himself by saying, “Save 
Your servant” or “a tefillah 
of an ‘ani’ (poor man).” 
He asked that his prayers 
should be answered as if he 

were a poor servant who is 
not familiar with the king’s 
business. 

Accordingly, the reason 
Moshe’s tefillah was not 
fulfilled was because he was 
like a minister in Hashem’s 
house. We can learn from 
this that when we daven to 
Hashem, we should speak 
in a lowly and humble way 
to show that we are merely 
simple people who are not 
“ministers”. We are just 
servants. If we do this, our 
tefillos will be more readily 
accepted. 

 
Davening to Hashem in 

Difficult Times:  G
Rav Hersh of Rimanov 

zy”a (Sefer Be’eros Mayim) 
explains the pasuk by 
saying that Moshe Rabenu 
davened to Hashem “at 
that time” – meaning that 
he prayed to Him even 
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when he was in a difficult 
and challenging time. This 
is hinted to from the word 
“b’ais”, at the time, which 
also can mean “b’ito”, in a 
time of fright. Even in such 
a time, he remained strong 
in his faith and trust in 
Hashem and spoke to Him. 
He was still “laymor, to say”, 
meaning that he still spoke 
to Hashem with the same 
love as always, even though 
times were difficult.     

He Davened For Times 
When Hashem’s Face is 

Hidden:  G
Rav Shlomo Leib of 

Lenchna zy”a explains the 
pasuk by saying that when 
Moshe Rabenu davened, he 
had all future generations 
in mind. “At that time” 
means that he even had 
in mind the time at the 

end of golus, right before 
Moshiach’s arrival – the 
time when Hashem’s face 
will be hidden. “Laymor, to 
say” means that he davened 
that even in this time, Klal 
Yisroel should be able to 
daven to Hashem and have 
their tefillos heard and 
accepted.    

Tefillah With Kavanah: G
Rabenu Efraim, one of the 

great Rishonim, notes that 
“Va’eschonon el Hashem” 
has the same gematriah 
as “matan chinam”, a free 
gift.” This indicates that 
anyone who davens to 
Hashem with concentration 
and devotion will have his 
prayers answered. Even 
if he does not deserve 
it, his prayers will be 
answered as a free gift.  
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Tefillah in The Morning:  G 
There are times that are 

especially auspicious for 
tefillos to be heard. One 
of those times is in the 
early morning. The Kav 
Hayashar (Perek 31) writes: 
“It is stated (Tehillim 5:4): 
‘Hashem, in the morning 
hear my voice.’ Does He 
only hear our prayers in the 
morning? Doesn’t He hear 
us at any time when we pray 
to Him?”   

He answers that at other 
times that we daven, our 
prayers are examined to see 
if they are worthy of being 
accepted or not. However, 
when we daven in the 
morning, our prayers are 
always accepted. The Zohar 
says that this is because 
the chesed of Avrohom is 
aroused in the morning, 
which is why the morning is 
an especially powerful time 
to pray. The Zohar adds 

that morning is also a good 
time to be healed, as the 
malach Rafael works in the 
morning and is available to 
heal people.  

So too, morning is an 
auspicious time to be healed 
of emotional and spiritual 
maladies which are caused 
by our sins. When we daven 
in the morning, even if we 
are not worthy of being 
heard, Hashem personally 
accepts our tefillos without 
allowing them to be judged 
to see if we are deserving 
or not, and He heals us and 
provides us with Heavenly 
kindness.   

Purchasing Merchandise 
on The Way to The Fair: 

 G
The famed chasid, Rav 

Hillel of Paritch zt”l, once 
desired to travel to spend 
Shabbos with the Tzemach 
Tzedek of Lubavitch. 
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However, there simply was 
not enough time to get from 
his hometown of Babroisk 
to Lubavitch by foot. 

There was one young 
man in the city who owned 
two strong horses and he 
agreed to take Rav Hillel to 
Lubavitch before Shabbos 
but he only agreed to do so on 
two conditions: 1. He knew 
that Rav Hillel did not like 
taking the highway because 
he didn’t want to travel on 
the road used by the evil 
Czar Nikolai. However, he 
only agreed to take him on 
condition that they took the 
highway. 2. He insisted that 
Rav Hillel should not take 
too much time davening on 
the way, as this would take 
up precious time. Left with 
no other choice, Rav Hillel 
agreed to the conditions.  

They left on Thursday 
evening and stayed 
overnight in an inn. In the 
morning, the young man 

davened quickly and ate 
breakfast. He was ready to 
go, but Rav Hillel was still 
in the middle of davening 
Shacharis. He had to wait a 
few hours before Rav Hillel 
finally finished davening. 
When he concluded his 
prayers, the young man 
angrily said to him, “You 
agreed in advance that you 
would daven quickly. You 
did not keep your word. 
Now, there is not enough 
time to get to Lubavitch 
before Shabbos because of 
you.”  

Rav Hillel replied, “I’ll 
explain it to you with a 
moshol. A merchant was 
traveling to the big fair in 
Leipzig to buy merchandise. 
He knew that he could only 
find the merchandise he 
wanted in that town. On the 
way, he met someone who 
had the exact items that he 
wanted to buy for a good 
price. Should he continue 
on to the fair or should he 
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just buy the merchandise 
now? Of course, there is no 
reason to travel further if 
he what he wants is right in 
front of him! 

“So too, the reason 
I wanted to travel to 
Lubavitch was to receive 
advice from the Rebbe 
about how to improve my 
tefillos so that they should 
be as good as possible. But 
if my tefillos are going well 
now while I am still on 
the road to Lubavitch, it 
wouldn’t make any sense to 
travel any further.” 

In the end, they did, in 
fact, make it to Lubavitch in 
time for Shabbos. 

Tefillah With Joy: G 
Sefer Tzavaas HaRivash 

states that when a tefillah 
is uttered with joy, it is 
more readily accepted by 
Hashem than a tefillah said 

with sadness. This can be 
explained with a moshol: If 
a poor man makes a request 
of a king, and he cries sadly 
as he asks for what he wants, 
he will only be given a small 
token amount. But when 
a minister stands before a 
king, praises him joyously. 
And then makes a request, 
he will be given a huge 
present, as is customarily 
given to important people. 

Tefillah With a Broken 
Heart:G

Sefer Keser Shem Tov 
writes that a tefillah should 
be said with a broken heart 
and annulment of one’s self 
to Hashem. He explains 
with a moshol:

Every lock has a key 
that opens it. The key is 
designed to fit the lock and 
the lock will not open unless 
the right key is inserted. 
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However, there are thieves 
who open a lock without 
a key. They simply break 
the lock. So too, there is 
key to open every door to 
Heaven, but the simplest 
way to get in is to break the 
lock. The way to do this is to 
break one’s heart and annul 
oneself to Hashem. In this 
way, the lock that separates 
us from Hashem is broken 

and our tefillos can ascend 
straight to Him.    

This is stated in Zohar 
Hakadosh (Shemos): 
“If someone davens and 
screams to Hashem until he 
can no longer speak with his 
lips, this is a perfect tefillah 
that is with the heart and 
it will never be returned 
emptyhanded.” 

ַמע ֵאָלי ַוּיֹאֶמר ה’ ֵאַלי ַרב ָלְך ַאל  י ְלַמַעְנֶכם ְולֹא ׁשָ ר ה’ ּבִ ְתַעּבֵ ַוּיִ
ה )ג, כו( ָבר ַהּזֶ ּדָ ר ֵאַלי עֹוד ּבַ ּבֵ ּתֹוֶסף ּדַ

And Hashem was angry with me because of you, and He did not 
listen to me, and Hashem said to me, “It is enough for you; speak to 

Me no more regarding this matter.”

 Reward For an 
Unanswered Prayer: G
Rashi says: “It is enough 

for you. More than this is 
reserved for you: Much is 
the goodness that is kept for 
you.”

The Mabit (Sefer Bais 
Elokim, Perek 15) explains 

this to mean that reward 
was reserved for him in the 
World to Come also for this 
tefillah, in addition to being 
given the reward of being 
able to view the land from 
outside and being informed 
about what will occur until 
the end of days. 

He adds that the same 
applies to every individual 
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who davens to Hashem 
with devotion. Even if he 
does not receive exactly 
what he asked Hashem for, 
his prayers are not wasted. 
He will be rewarded greatly. 
And even if his prayer is 
answered and he does 
receive what he asked for, 
he also will be rewarded in 
the World to Come.  

We see from his words 
that no tefillah goes to waste. 
Every tefillah creates a great 
impression in Shomayim 
and will be rewarded. 

Being Stringent With 
The Honor of Others:G
Sefer Drashos HaRan 

(Drush 9) writes the 
following wondrous words 
on this topic: 

It is known that teshuva 
atones for al aveiros, even 
deliberate ones. If so, how 
could Moshe Rabenu’s not 

work to have his sin forgiven 
by Hashem? How could he 
not have been forgiven and 
allowed to enter the land? 

Chazal answered this 
question in the Medrash 
by saying that Hashem 
is full of compassion and 
forgives all sins bain odom 
l’makom. However, He 
cannot forgive sins between 
man and his fellow man 
when the sin causes damage 
to someone…Moshe’s 
sin included a show of 
disrespect for Klal Yisroel. 
He told the people that he 
was not allowed to enter the 
land “because of them.” He 
meant that Hashem could 
not forgive him for causing 
a decreasing of the nation’s 
honor in order to teach 
future generations that 
one must be very careful to 
never show a lack of respect 
for another Jew.  



The Way Of Emunah

23

Hashem Calls Us “My 
Nation”: G

Rav Boruch of Mezhibozh 
zy”a (quoted in Botzina 
D’nehorah) explains the 
pasuk to be saying that the 
consolation is from the fact 
that Hashem calls us “My 
nation.”

It is teaching us that even 
when we are going through 
a long and painful golus, 
we can find consolation. 
Even after we have sinned, 
been exiled from our land, 
and undergone misfortune 
after misfortune, we still are 
called “Hashem’s nation.” 
We are still different than al 
other nations, as we are the 
only one that Hashem calls 
“Mine”. 

Our Comfort Is 
Hashem’s Comfort:G

Rav Moshele of Kozhnitz 
zy”a (Sefer Kehilas Moshe) 
quotes his father, the 
Magid of Kohznitz zy”a, as 
explaining why the word 
“Nachamu” is repeated as 
follows: 

This is a hypothetical 
conversation between 
Hashem and the malachim 
when they came to 
comfort Him as He 
mourned the destruction 
of the Bais Hamikdosh and 
Yerushalaim. After they 
comforted Him, Hashem 
answered, “Nachamu. If you 
want to console me”, then 
“Nachamu ami”, go and 
console My people first and 
then I will be consoled. 

י יֹאַמר ֱאלֹקיֶכם )ישעיה מ, א( בהפטרה: ַנֲחמּו ַנֲחמּו ַעּמִ
Console, console My people, says Hashem. (Yeshaya 40:1) 



The Way Of Emunah

24


